
Scc. 53a-18. Use of reasonablc physical force or deadly physical forcc generally'

]-he use oI physical lorcc upon ,t*h., p.r.o, rvhich would otheru'ise constitute an offense is justifiable and

not crimiral under any ol lhe lollowing circurtstatrces:

(l) A parenr. guardian or other person cntrustcd with the care and supervision ol a minor ot att

incompetent person, excepl a person enirusted rvith the care and supervision of a minor for school purposes as

described in subdivisir:n (6) of this section, may usc reasonable physical force upon such minor or

i,rcompet"nt pcrSOn whcn und tO tl't" extent thal he reaSOnably believes suCh to be necessary to tnaintain

disciplinc or 10 promol€ the wclfarc of such minor or incompetent person

(2) An authorized ofllcial of a eonectional institution or thcility may, in order to maintain order and

ai..;piine. use such physical force as is reasonable and authorizcd by rhe rules and regulations ol the

Deparlment of Correctjon.

(3) A person responsible firr. the maintenance of oldcr in a common carrier ol passcngels, or a person

acting under his direction. may usc rcasonable physical force when and to the extenl that he reasonably

believes such to be nccessary to maintai[ order, but he may use deatlly physical force only whelt he

rcasonably believes such to be necl]ssary to prevent death or serious physical injury.

(4) A pcrson acting under a reasonable beliel that arother person is about to commit suicide or to inflicl

se.ious plrl,sicat iniury-upon himself may use reasonable physical force ttpot1 such person to the extent lhat he

r"uronobl), b"li"res such to bc necessary to thn'art such result'

(5) A duly licensed plrysician or psl..chologist, or a rerson^acting under his direcrion, may use reasonable

pi:yiical force lor the puryose of administcring a recognized form of treatmenl which he reasonably believes

io'bc adapted to prornoting the physical or mental health of the palient, providcd the treatment (A) is

administered with the consent ol thc patient or, if the patienl is a minor or an incompetent pcrson' with lhe

consent of hiS parent, guardian or other person entrus:etl with his carc and supervision, or (B) is adminislered

in au emergenc,v when the physician or psychologisl rcasonably belicves thal no on€ compelent to consent can

bi: consultid and that a reasonable person, wist*ng to safeguard the \velfare ol thc patienl' would consen!'

(6) A tcacher or other person entrusted N,ith the care and supervision of a minor lor school purposes n]ay

us" ieasonable physical fbrce upon such minor when and to the extent hs reasonably believes such to be

n""".r".y to (A) protect hinrsell or others from immediale physical injury' (B) gltaln -possession 
of a

dangerous instrulllcnt or controlled substance. as del-rned in subdivision {9) of scction 21a-240' upon or within

the 
-control 

of such minor. (c) protect property from pllysical danlage or ()) restrain such minor or renlove

such n'Iil.)or lo anotller area, to maintain older.

TO APPLICAN?S FOR: Temporary State Permit to Carry Pistols or Revolvers

Non-resident Permit to Carry Pistols or Rev-olvers

Elig:bility Certiticatc to Obtain A Handgun

Before Conryleting lhe Attached For , Read the Follox'ing Cobnecticul Statutes'

GENT,RAL STATUTES OF CONNECTTCUT
Pcnal Code St:-rt utory C{)nstrucl ion

PrinciPals ol CriminalitY



Sec. 53a-19. Use of physical force in defense of person.
(a) Except as provided in subsections (b) and (c) of this section. a person is j ustified in using reasonable

physical forcc upon anolher person to dcfcnd himsellor a third person from rvhat hc rcasonably believes to be

rhe use or immincnt use olphysical force, and he may use such degrce of lbrce which he rcasonabll' believes

to be necessary tbr such purpose; cxcept that dcadly physical force may not be used unless the actor

reasonably believes that such othcr person is (l ) using or about to use deadly physical forcc. or (2) inflicting

or about to inflict grcat bodily harm.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of this section. a person is not justifrcd in using deadly

pliysical tbrce ,pon onoth., person if he or she knows that he or she can avoid the necessily ol using such

iorce lvith .orpi.t. safety (l) by rerreating. cxcept that thc actor shall not be requircd to retreat if hc or she is

in his or her dwelling, as defined in section 5la-100, or place of rvork and was not thc initial aggressor' or if
he or she is a peacc otlicer or a special policeman appointed ulder scction 29-l8b- a Depanment of N4otor

Vchiclcs inspeiror appointed under section 14-8 and certified pursuant to section 7-294d, or a private person

assisting ru..h p.u." officer, spccial policeman or motor vehicle inspector at his or her direction. and acting

p,,rruor1i ,o seciion 53a-22, or (2) by surrendering possession of property to a person asserting a claim of right

ih"..to, o, (3) by complying with a demand that. he or she abstain lrom pcrforming ar1 act which he or she is

not obliged to perform.

(c) Notwithstanding rhe pr.ovisions of subsection (a) of this section, a person is not justifidd in using physical

iurc. *h"n (l) with intent to causc physical injury or dcath to arother person, he provokes the use ofphysicai

lbrce by such othcr person. or (2) he is the initial aggrcssor, except that his usc of physical lbrce upon tmother

person under. sucli circumstances is .justiliable if he rvithdrarvs from the encoullter and effectively

tornmulicatcs to such othe: person his intent to do so, but such other person notwithstanding continues or

thrcarens the use of physicai force. or (3) the physical force involved rvas the product of a combat by

asrecment not specifrcally authorized by law.

Sec. 53a-20. Use of physical forcc in defense of prcmises.

A pcrson in possession-or control olpremiscsJ or a person w-ho is licensed or privileged to be il or upotl such

premiscs, is justificd in using rcasonible physical force upon another person u'hen and to thc cxtent thal hc

icasonably believes such to b" n".".ru.y to prevent or terminate the commission or altempted commission of
a criminal trcspass by such other persou in or upon such premises; but he may usc deadly physical force under

such circumstances otily (l) in defense of a person as prescribed in section 53a-19. or (2) when he reasonabJy

believes such to be necessary to prevent an attcmpt by the Uespasser to con)mit arsoll or any crimc of
violence, or (3) to the exlenl that he reasonably believes such to be nccessaly to plevent or termin:ltc an

unlawful cntry by lbrce into his dwelling as defined in section 53a-100, or place of u'ork. and for the sole

purpose of such prcvcntion or lermination.

Sec. 53a-21. Use ofphysical force in defcnse ofproperty.
A person is justified in using reasonable physical force upon another person rvhen and to the extent thal he

reasonably believes such to b" n"."rrury to prevent an attempt by such other pcrsol) to commit larceny or

criminal mischief involving property. or rvhen and to the exlent he reasonably believcs such to be necessary to

regain property which he riasonably believes to have been acquired by Iarceny rvithin a reasonable time prior

to-thc use'oI iuch force; bu1 he rniy use deadly physical lbrce under such circumstances only in det-ense of
pcrson as prescribed in section 53a- I 9.

Sec. 53a-23. Use of physical force to resist arrest not justified'
A p"..on is not justiiied in using physical lorce to resist an arrcst by a reasonably idcntifiable peace officer or

special policeman appointed u,r=dtr'scction 29-18b. or a I)epadmenl of Motor Vchiclcs inspector appointed

undc, s".tion l4-8 anrl certifiect pursuant 10 section 7-294d, whelher such arrest is legal or illegal'



S*.29-27. "Pistol" and "revolver" defined.

l.h" ,"r* ',pistol,' and lhe term "revolver", as used in sections 29-28 to 29-38, incl"nive, mean any firearm

having a barrel less lhan tu'elve ilches in lenglh.

sec. 29-36k Transfer or surrender of pistols or rcvolvcr by person ineligible to posscss same.

i;t'-- N;i i;". rhal trvo business da-vi aftcr the occurrence of arry event that makes a person ineligible to

porr".. u pislol or revolver or otherljr;arm. such person shall (1) traasfer in accordance l'ith scction 29-33 al1

pirtol, un.t revolvers which such perso. then possesses to any person eligible to possess a pistol oI revolver

and transfer in ascordancc with a:ry applicable state and federal laws all other firearms to any person eligiblc

to possess such Other firearms by'obiaining al authorization number for the sale or transfer of the firearm

lrol the Cornmissioner of Public Safe:y, and submit a sale or transler of firearms lom to said commissioner

withia tu,o business days. or (2) deliver or s::rrender suclt pistols and revolvers and other firearms to thc

Commissioner of public Safety. Thc commissioner shall exercise dus care in tl.re receipl and holding of such

pistols and rerolvcrs lnd other llrerrtns

(b) Such person, or such pcrson's lcgal rcpresentative, may. al any time up to one year atie-r -sr"rch delively or

,r.r.ra"r. transfcr such pistols ar1d revolvcrs in accordancc rvilh the pr<lvisions of section 29-33 lo any person

.ligiU" ,o possess a pisttl or revolver and hansfer such other tlrcaflns il accordance with any applicable statc

arld ledcral laws to any person cligible to possess such otker firearms. Upon notification in n'riting by the

transferee ard such peison. thc coirmissioner of Public safety shall u'ithin ten days deliver such pisrols and

revolvers or other tirearms to ths uansferce. If. at thc cnd of sucli year, such pistols and revolvers or other

firearms havc not been so tralsllerred, the commissioner shall cause them to bc destroy'cd'

(c) Any pcrson who t:tils 10 transl'er or sutrendcr any such pistols and rcvolvers antl otl1er firearnls as provided

irr'tlris section shall be sub,iect ro the penalt-v providcd for in section 53a-217 or 33a-217c.

Sec.29-37i. llesponsibilities regarding storage ofloaded firearms rvith respect to minors'

No p"r.on shall itore o. kcep a,,ly LoadJd firearm on any premises under his co:.rtrol iIhe knows or reasonably

should kno.r thar a minor is liiely to gain access to the firearm without thc permission of the parent or

grurdiu., o1'the minor unless such i"rto" 1t; keeps the firearn in a securely locked box or otlrer conlainer or

ii u location w.hich a :'easonable perso,r rvould believc to be sccure or (2) carries the fiream on his person or

u.ithin such close proriniity thereio that hc can readily relrieve and use it as if he carried it on his person For

thc purposes ofthis section, "minor" t.neans a.y pe6on under the age ofsixteen years.

Sec. 53-206t1. Carr"ving of firearm rvhile under the i:rfluence of intoxicating liquor or drug prohibited'

Class B. rnisdcmeanor.
(a)(l) No person shall cany a pistol, revolver, machine gun. shotgun, rille or olher.firearm, rvhich is loaded

;;i fr"- *hich a shot miy b" aischa.gcd, upon his person (A) while under the in{luence of intoxicating

iiquo,. o, aly 4rug, or bo1h, or (B) wirile the raiio of aliohol in the blood of s,ch person is tcn-hundredths of

one per cent or more of alcohol, b1' lr'eighl.

(2)Anyperson*.hoviolatesanyprovisionofthissubsectionshai]bcguiltyofaclassSmisdemcalor.

(b) (l) No person slrall engage in huntiag while under the influence of intoxicating liquor or any drug' or

irl,, o, ,ut.rit"' i-paircd by tic-consumptio-n of intoxicaling liquor. A person shall 
^be 

deemed under the

influence *lr"n ar the time of the allcgcd offense the person (A) is undcr the influence.of intoxicating liquor or

,r,V aiug, or both, or (B) has a.n cleva:ted blood alcohol content. For the purposes of this subdivision' "elevated

blood alcohol content" means (i) a ratio ol alcohol in the blood of such person that is ten-hulldredlhs of one

i".. ""n, 
or more of alcohol, ty rveight, or (ii) if such person has been convicled ol a violxion of this



subsection, a ratio of alcohol in the blood of such person that is seven-hundredths of one per cent or mole of

ul.of,ol. Uy weight. A person shall be decmed imiaired when a1 the time of the alleged oft'ense the ratio of

alcohol in the blood of such person \\,as more than ier,en-hundredths of one pcr ccnt of alcohol. by weight, but

less than ten-hundredths of one per cent of alcohol. by weight'

(2) Any person who violates any provision of this subsection shall be guilty of a class A misdemeanor'

(3) Enlorccment officers of the l)epartment of Environmental Protection are entporvered to arresl for a

violation of the provisions ol this subsection.

Scc. 53a-217. Criminal posscssion of a firearm or electronic defense lveapon: class D fclory.

a"i n person is guilty of criminal possession of a firearm or elecironic defense rveapon r'dren such person

porr"rr.r'o l-jrearnl* or clectronic deiensc ucapon and (l) has been convicted of a felony, (2) has been

convicted as delinquent for the commisslon of a serious juvcnile offcnse- as defined in section 46b-120' (3)

f.no*u tfrut such p"iron is subjcct to (A) a restraining or prcltective order of a court of this state thal has been

i..ueO ,guinrt ,u.h p..ron. ufie, notice and an opportunity to be heard has been provided to such person' in a

case involving the use, attempted use or threatened usc of physical force against.another person' or (B) a

ibreign order-of protection, as defined in section 46b-15a, that has been issued against such person in a case

inuoi.ing the use, attempted use or threatened use of physical force against another person, (4) knorvs that

.'.u.t., p"rion is su'b;ect to a firearms seizure order issucd pursuant to subseclion (d) ol section 29-38c afier

noti"" -a an opportunity to be hcad has bccn providcd to such person, or (5) is. prohibited from shipping'

rransporring, poiiessing or receiving a i'irearm pursuant to l8 USC 922(9)(+). For the purposcs of this scction'
i'.onri.t"di'ir,"u,rs havi-ing a judgrncnt of conviition entered by a court of competent jurisdiction'

(b) Criminal possession of a firearm or electronic defense weapon is a class D felony, lor rvhich two 1-ears of

the sentence imposed may not be suspended or reduced by the court'

Sec.53a-2I7b. Possession of a weapon on school grounds: Class D felon"v'

irf A person is guily ofpossession ofa ru"rpo,i on scSool grounds when, klorving that such person is not

il""n."a o. pri'ileged Io do so. such person possesses a firearm or deadly weapon, as defincd in section 53a-3'

( I ) in or on ihe rea'i pmpcrty comprising a public or privatc-elemcntary or secondary school' or (2) ar a school-

ipousored activity as defined in subscction (h) of section l0-233a'

(b) 'fhe provisioas of subscction (a) of this section shall not apply to the othenvise lawful possession of a

iii.rr,, ir I by a person for usc in a program approvcd by school o1'ficials in or on such school property or at

rr.t ,"f.of -ipo"sored activity, (2) by a'person ln accordance with an agreement entcred into between school

officials and such person or rr"i, p.iron', employer. (3) by a peace officer, as dcfined in subdivision (9) of

section 53a-3, w.hiie engagcd in tl^re performince ol'such peace othcer's offrcial duties, or (a) by a Person

rvhile traYersing such school property for the purpose of gaining acccss lo public or privale lands open to

hunring or for 
-other 

lawful iurposes, provided such fircirm is not loaded a.d thc cntri' on such school

propcrty is perrnitted by thc local or regional board of education'

(c) Possession ola weapon on school grounds is a class D felony'

Sec. 53a-217c. Criminal possession ofa pistol or revolvcr: Class D felony'

f"i 
- 

^ 
person is guilty of criminal possession of a pistol or rcvolver lvhen such person possesses a pisLol or

,.uolr,.r. as dcfined in secti on 29-27.'and (1) has been convicted of a fclon.v or ofa violation ofsubsection (c)

ofsection zt^-279 or section 53a-58, s3a-6i, 5la-61a. 53a-62,53a-63.5ia-96, 53a-175' 53a-176' 53a-178 or

i:o-tgta, (2) has been convicted as ielinquent for the commission of a seriousjuvenilc offcnsc, as defined in

section 46b-120. (3) has been discharg"d from custody *ilhin the preceding lwcnty years after having bccn



found not guilty ofa crime by reason of mental disease or defect pursuant to section 53a-13, (4) has been

confined in a hospital for persons with psychiatric disabilities, as defincd in section l7a-495, within the

preceding rwelve monrhs by order ofa probale court. (5) knows that such person is subject to (A) a reslraining

or protective order of a court of this state thal has been issued against such person, after norice and an

opportunitl, to be heard has been provided to such person. in a case involving thc use, attenrpted use or

threatened r.rse of physical force against another person, or (B) a foreign order of Protection, as dcJ'incd in

section 46b-15a, that has been issued against such person in a case involving lhe use, attenpled use or

threatcncd usc of physical lorce against another person, (6) knows that such person is subject to a firearms

seizure 6rdcr issucd pursuant to subsection (d) of section 29-38c after notice and an opportunity to be heard

has been provided to such person, (7) is pLohibited from shipping, transponing, possessing or receiving a

fircarm pursuanr ro 18 USC 922(9)(+), or (8) is an alien illegally or unlaivfully in the United States. For dre

purposes of this section. "convictcd" nreans having a judgment of conviction cntcrcd by a court of competent

j urisdiction.

(b) Criminal possession ofa pistol or revolver is a class D felonv.

ArrDcal Process for PcrIEits

In the evcnt that your application to carry pistols or revolvers is denied. or your permit is revokcd, you may

notify the Board of lrireamr Permit lxamincrs, in writing within ninet,,- (90) days, iu order to bcgin your

appcal proccss. Thcy shall provide a hearing in which you may request your application be recomidered or
your pein it bc reinsiated. Tieir address is 505 I ludson Street, 5e Floor, Hanford, C'l'06106. 'l'clephone (860)

566-7078 or (800) 996-7078.

In thc event that your permit application has not bcen processed by the local issuing aurhority within eight

weeks you should notify the Comrnission of Public Safety in nrithg at: Special Licenses and Firearms Unit,

I I I I Country Club Road, Middletown, CT 06457.

'l ra nslcrring a I'landgul

Federal Law states you ntay only buy a handgun in the state in which you reside

You can only buy a handgun in Connecticut if in addition to bcing a resident, )'ou are at least 2l years ofagc
and you possess a valid Permit to cary Pistols or Revolvers, a valid Eligibility Certificate or if you are a

su'orn Policc Officcr.

You must first complete an Application to Purchase Firearms (DPS-67-C). The seller shall retain this form for
20 years.

The sellcr of the handgun shall then contact the Special Licersing and Firezrms Unit al (860) 685-8400 or
(8SS) 335-8438 and obtain an authori:ration lumber for thal sale. Four copies of the Sale or'l-ransfer Form

DPS-3-C must be compleled. The original copy is kept by the seller (for a minimum of 5 ycars.) One copy is

given to the purchaser as a receipt. One copy shall be folrvarded to the Special l-iccnsing and Fireamrs Unit.

One copy must be sent 10 tlie Chief of Policc in lhe town where the purchaser resides"

Transfrrrin a Long Gun

Sales of long-arms between privatc individuals commonly referred to as "second-hand sales", requirc no

paperwork or aurhorization process. (Exception: gun shows, and those rvho arc thc subject ol a Protective

urdlor R.rt.uining Order.) The only restrictions are lhat thc seller may no1 sell or transfer to anyone under 18



years of age, or 10 anyone whom the seller knows to be prohibited from possessing firearnrs. Although not
Iequired by statute it is strongly suggested thal you submit a Sale or Transfer of All F-ireamis f'orm DpS-3-C
in order to gel the long-arm out olyour name and into the nanrc ofthe ncw oq,ncr.

Prote ctive and Restrainins 0rder

lJpon bccoming the sub.jcct of a Protective or Rcstraining Order you must obtain an authorization number
iiom the Special Liccnsing and Firearms Unit in order to transfer vour firearms to an cligible person. A NICS
check u'ill be conducled on lhe recipient and then a DPS-3-C, Sale or'fransfer of All Firearms form must be
completed on each firearm transferred as required by C.G.S.29-36k. or in the cvenl that an eligible person
cannot take possession, the firearms must be turncd over to a policc department where they'r,i,ill be held for up
to a year pending disposition ofyour casc.

Anncaline Your Dcnial to Pu rchase Firearms

In the cvcnt lhal you have bcen denied aulhorization to purchasc a firearm, you must requcst the reason for
such denial by contacting the Special l-icensing and Firearms Unit at (860) 685-8494 to derenrine the basis
for your denial.

ll'the reason tbr your dcnial u,as a rcsult ofthe National Instant Crimilal Background Check, you must make
a rvritten request to: Irederal Bureau of Investigation. NICS Operations Ccnter, Researcl'r and Analysis. PO
Box 4278. Clarksburg, Wesr Virginia, 263024278. Include your nrailing address and the NICS Transaction
t.Numbcr (fron the Special l-icensing and Firearms Unit.)

Scc.53a-157b, (Formcrly Sec.53a-I57), False statement in th€ second dcgree: Class A misdemeanor.
A person is guilty of lhlse statetnent in the sccond degrce when he intentionally nrakes a false rwittcn
statement under oath or pursuant to a form bearing notice. authorized b_,-- law, to the effect that false
statcntents n.rade therein are punishable, rvhich he does not believc to be true and which statemenl is intended
to mislead a public scrvant in the perlornrance ol his official function.

In ordcr to effcctuate Public Act 98-129, the f)epartnrcnt of Public Safety hcrcin notifics the applicant
that thc Department of Public Safety (DPS) will ire notificd by the Departmcnt of Mcntal Health and
Addiction Services (DMHAS) if the applicant has bccn confincd in a hospital for psychiatric disabilities
rvithin the preceding tlvelve (12) months by order of probate court. This information rvill bc used by the
I)cpartment of Public Safetv in order to fulfill its obligations under C.G.S. Section 29-28.

NICS

I


